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Lifestyle interiors case study 


INTERIORS: MINIMALISM SUITS MERINO 


Superfine wool is undergoing a 
renewed appreciation in interior 
design, not just for its unparalleled 
softness but also for qualities that 
promote wellbeing. 

Karim Rashid has dubbed the 
current mood in interior design 
‘sensual minimalism’. Luscious 
natural fibres such as wool are 
emerging at the forefront of this 
trend, and Rashid, one of the most 
definitive industrial designers of 
the moment, has several creations 
in wool that fit with his aims to 
‘bring back sensuality, nature and 
human relationships with an object’ 
in design. Recently, his amoeba- 
shaped rugs in superfine wool 
and a synthetic, fluorescent fibre, 
for Roubini Rugs of New York, 
featured swirling patterns in darkly 
vibrant colours. 

Interior design predictions are 
hinting at a move away from the 
shocking pinks and Kelly greens of 
late, towards soft pastels as well as a 
deeper palette with colours such as 


Royal Palace by Sam Roubini, Roubini, 
Inc., www.roubinirugs.com 


sapphire, coral and melon. Rashid’s 
designs were a eulogy to wool’s 
workability in high-fashion shades. 
For generations the Roubini family 
has been a leader in the production 
of fine hand-knotted rugs. Roubini 
has collaborated with renowned 


Italian fashion designers such as 
Missoni and Versace, becoming 
the internationally 
manufacturer and distributor of 


acclaimed 


their rug designs. Today, having 
moved the headquarters from 
Milan to New York, Roubini has 
gathered some of the finest Italian 
and American designers to create 
for their growing collections. 

The name Roubini is synonymous 
with beautifully customised rugs. 
Roubini offer a limitless variety 
of sizes, shapes and colours. In 
addition to varied and extensive 
collections, they can help you create 
your own design. The possibilities 
are endless with Roubini. Roubini 
chooses the most luxurious. silks 
and the finest wools with great care, 
delivering the very best quality in 
today’s market. 


The Running rug by Roubini is made of 


wool and silk. Image: Karim Rashid Inc. 


The Vecto rug is made of wool and a 
fibre-optic fibre that absorbs and emits 
ight. Image: Karim Rashid Inc. 
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MARKET LEADERS 


The growth of the worldwide 
market for luxury is contributing 
to continued demand for high- 


end textiles. Wool has great 
potential in this market as 
technology creates ever more 
possibilities, through treatments 
that make it machine-washable 
and shrink-resistant. | Overseas, 
Missoni, Paul Smith and Armani 
have all launched durable, 
modern soft furnishings 


including rugs and upholstery in 
superfine wool. 

Australian companies are also 
producing a raft of wool homewares. 
Extravagant hand-tufted rugs and 
flawless carpets in felted wool by 
Customweave Carpets + Rugs have 
been featured in high-end design 
magazines including Vogue Italy. 
is finer than 
any other wool in the world. Our 


‘Australian wool 


merino carpet was the best I’ve seen 


in my 40 years in the business and 
it got the highest ever wear-test 
result from the Australian Wool 
Testing Authority, said a proud 
Frank Ricco, founding manager of 
Customweave. 

Exclusive manufacturer Designer 
Rugs, which 
a limited edition of wool rugs 


recently released 
designed by Akira Isogawa, makes a 
wall-to-wall shag carpet in merino 
that has been featured in design 
including Belle and 
Vogue Australia. 

Designer Lia Pielli of Designer 
Rugs says, “Merino wool is so 


magazines 


luxurious. We created the shag 


especially for residential purposes 
because you can appreciate the feel 
better.’ 


Godfrey Hirst, one — of 
Australias biggest commercial 
carpet manufacturers, also has 
a premium cache of designs 


in merino. 
company’s 
wool is luxuriously soft but also 


According to the 
senior designers, 
has valuable qualities such as 


flame-resistance. 


Images and text courtesy of Yosi Tal 
Designer Rugs Pty Ltd. 
www.designerrugs.com.au 


My fascination with textile 
began when I arrived in Sydney, 
1986. I was born in Kyoto, 
Japan in the mid 60s. About 
this time traditional Japanese 
culture started to hue into western 
sophistication. I remember my 
mother started wearing western 
dress instead of Kimono. 

Years later when I came to 
Sydney, I remember looking at the 
Kimono and thinking it looked 


so different under the bright 
intensity of the Australian sun. It 
made me identify it with a sense of 
modernity rather than tradition. 
This inspired me to use Kimono 
in a women’ wear collection. 

I hope my translation of a 
traditional textile in a different 
form and medium — such as a 
rug collection — again expresses 
timeless modernity. 

Akira 
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INSPIRING ARTISANS 


Smaller producers who are garnering 
a name for their homewares include 
Sasha Darietta of Sydney, whose 
hand-tufted merino rugs are being 
sold at the city’s top homeware stores. 
Retailer Chee Soon & Fitzgerald has 
a top-selling line of worsted wool 
rugs interwoven with Marimekko- 
inspired designs, released under its 
CSF label. A design-world name to 
watch since its re-release, in 2001, of 
stunning vintage Florence Broadhurst 
wallpapers, Chee Soon & Fitzgerald 


takes much care in its materials 
selection. 

“We used 100 percent pure wool in 
the carpets because wool is a natural 
product, it breathes and it practically 
cleans itself,” 
designer Casey Chee Soon. ‘It also 
wears better and lasts longer.’ 

Australian 
increasingly interested in high-end 


said co-owner and 


consumers are 


design. Three major home magazines 
hit the newsstands in 2005 while 
TV shows such as Queer Eye for the 


Straight Guy sent droves to a growing 
number of design expos. 

Australian Bureau of Statistics 
figures show that spending on 
furnishings and floor coverings rose 
more than 30 per cent in the five 
years to 2004, a higher increase than 
any other household sector including 
electronics. 


COMMERCIAL CACHET 


Because of its durability, stain- 
fastness and flame-resistance, wool 
is highly suited to upholstery textiles 
and wall panelling. Minotti, Capellini 
and MDS are some leading Italian 
furniture design houses known for 
their superb uses of wool upholstery; 


maverick Italian designer Paola Lenti 
is another. Danish-American partner 
firm Kvadrat Maharam also has a 
portfolio of fine wool textiles. 
Australian firm Laine Furnishings 
has supplied upholstery in richly 
coloured wool to Danish design 


firm Globe for its award-winning 
occasional chairs. And Sensual, a 
100-percent pure merino textile by 
Laine, was recently used on 2000 
chairs throughout the ANZ bank’s 
Docklands fitout in Melbourne. 


TICK FOR SUSTAINABILITY 


These days, another tick for relevance 
goes to merino’ ability to absorb 
VOCs 


organic compounds) to improve 


toxins such as (volatile 
air quality in offices. Increasingly, 
architects and interior designers are 
working to meet the sustainability 
requirements set by systems such as 
the Australian Greenhouse Building 
Rating (AGBR), 


by the Sustainable Environment 


administered 


Development Agency. 

Sydney’s The Bond building scored 
a high five stars on the AGBR system 
in 2004 for its low energy use and 
features, such as eco-friendly paints 
and flooring. Two luscious rugs 


of 100 per cent pure felted wool, 
designed and made by Customweave, 
greet visitors at the site’s glamorous 
reception area. 

One supplier — with 
particularly high eco credentials 
is Instyle Contract Textiles in 
Sydney, with its LIFE Textiles® 
collection. An acronym for Low 
Impact For the Environment, LIFE 
Textiles® are made from eco wool 


textile 


or certified organic wool and used 
for upholstery and wall panelling. 
‘We chose wool for LIFE Textiles® 
because it was the only fibre that 
would have minimal impact over 
the life cycle of an interior textile,’ 


said a spokeswoman for Instyle. 
‘Eco wool’ refers to the negligible 
pesticide residue levels on the fibre. 
LIFE Textiles® are produced without 
the use of heavy metal dyestuffs. 
LIFE Textiles® has been used in such 
prestigious projects as Virgin Blue’s 
Sydney offices, the Department of 
Sustainability and Macquarie Bank. 

makers 
including Wharrington International, 


Several wool textile 
Woven Image and Laine Furnishings 
are listed on Ecospecifier, a website 
listing building products with eco 
credentials. 
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DOMESTIC BLISS 


Wool also has applications in the 
least visible parts of the home. Major 
retailers such as David Jones, Myer 
and Target supply merino wool 
underlays, duvets and sheepskin 
covers year-round, from established 
companies such as Sealy, Sheridan, 
Wooltara, Heritage Textiles and 
Waverley Woollen Mills. 

“We use wool as a comfort layer 


for its thermal properties, being cool 
in summer and warm in winter, and 
the initial comfort of the fibres,’ said 
a Sealy spokesman of the company’s 
mattresses and underlays. 

Since wool can absorb 30 to 
40 percent of its own weight in 
humidity, it keeps the sleeper dry 
when used as bedding. Wool’s elastic 
component enables it to mould 


itself to the sleeper’s contours, a 
particularly valuable property for 
recuperative patients in hospitals. 
Further, because it contains keratin, 
a type of protein similar to that in 
human skin, wool rarely provokes 
allergies and is even antibacterial. 
Clearly, merino is much more than 
just an aspirational fibre in interiors. 


Stephanie Gartelmann Copyright © Australian Wool Innovation 2006 www.merinoinnovation.com/awi/en/Home/lifestyle/interiors/ 


Case study questions 


Identify the characteristics of superfine merino wool. 
Why do top designers such as Akira Isogawa, Armani and Karim Rashid use merino yarns in the designing and 
making of furnishing and fashion fabric? 


Describe how technology has improved the performance of merino wool. 


Imagine you are a designer. Create a furnishing carpet design that uses merino wool, and suggest an 
appropriate advertising strategy for your design. Visit the following web sites for inspiration. 


Select your favourite designer rug from the web sites listed below. Explain why you chose this design. It may 
help to consider the aesthetic and functional features of the rug. 


www.wool.com 


Wwww.designerrugs.com.au 
www.roubinirugs.com 
www.karimrashid.com 
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